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CotLECTORS 
DIGEST · 

Vol.l. l!l"o.ll Price l.e.ld Poet :Pree 

Im Is:e~ 19!7 
Bcl:l. t~oel.laneow, Seotta11 : 

Herbert Ii, !eieplioiie tinhinge, 
c/o Cernv-al. Reg:1.stz)', ~rn Comalmd, York. 

P'R<E THE EDITOR'S CHAIR: 
Of n truth thos e aro buBy dt\7s, the nonthly 

O.D. t o be prep&red, tho tJD.terinl :for th e !wnunl 
growing i nto a bulq :til.e , 411.14 a pi.le of l etters 
to ansiier. Ill additi.on UJO work whllrre~ I earn o:, 
dnil,y bre&l. In tbnt roao, ol.oM b,y a borrnck 
equnro, I on ttDoe find rv thoughts etrqyin& t o 
Groy:tri.nre, St. Jio's, end llatier stre et, when I 
should bo oonocntrntin& an Alderabot, Ctlttericlc CQ1d 
other pl.aces where sol.ilere c11rell. This 1e a rat
her lollg-wind,.i. Wli\Y of apol og:lafl)I' to tiloae who have 
eent along~ ordera mid llltnrta.tor the 1nnua1 
•d reoe1vec1 no aomow~ . :r.et - usm-e -:rou that tlMe' lmre been ~ ohecJced 8Jl4 filed 
mill at the 8111118 time thank w~cme :tor a Till7 fine 
reapoase. !119 orders reoeiTed have already- nearly 
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reached the figure we had estimated as the likel;y
tota1. 

. ~d as ·we gt"O'i'/ nearer the d~ of 'ptiblioati.on 
we :fUld ouree1ves on the home of a cli.1emma - how to 
find room for a11 the features we have prepared, or 
are preparing. Let's have a 1ook at some of them. 
F'irst the "Collectors• Who's Who".That al.one 1ook:s
like filling al\out ten pages, b\.lt we • re not goillg 
t o out that dClll'IJl, tor it rea1l;y- is goillg to be use
ful. . · Inoidenta1l;y- , there are still some who have 
not given us detai1s of their oolleotians, eo oome 
al.ong you · who . haven ' t, even 11' wi'th onl;y- a few 
lines. Where we do receive no partiou1are we will 
just ineert name and nddrese and pap .ere in which we 
be 1ieve they are 1n1;..erested. Next, the "1 00 years 
of Boys' JournaJ.s". Uo ahanc e fo r th e blue penoi1 
there, md , with th e introduoti.on, another five or 
six pllges nr e evmllov1ed u p. The "<Jem, ME1gnet and · 
Sc.'1.oo1boy 'a '(Nm Lilxra1y Kay List", th a t remnrlrob1e 
resu1t of the · l.nbours of Roger Jenkilla and Jolm 
Shaw . I'd scrap the whole of the bmual. before 
I wou1d interfere with · that . Ditto, the equ.all;r 
prai.seworthy effort on the "Nelson Lees" which came 
from Jaok ~ 1n fltt' ~f New Zea1end. "Serials 
of the •Union Jaok'", ''P'e.mous Charaoters 1n Sexton 
Bl.aka Stories", 61:ld ot her intriguing {J.rtic1es, tllP
ped out on 11W' tire1eea co-editor' a typewriter. 
Shall I interfeN with them ? Not Py~on likel;y-! 

V/htlt e 1ee is thln>e ? Oh, pl:enty ! "Mil.e-
e'lianee of the · 14ilgnet Ol1d other Popul.ar Pllpers", 
1101d Par3re Nev'er Die", "Deteotivee in Schoo1boy 
Hotion , "Haw l(y P.lret Oollection started". Well, 
the l.Eltter, written~ iey-seli, cou1d be he1d over 
:for the monthly as it may form the first of a aer
ies ''Reoolleotians of a Colleotor", the eeoond of 
wh:loh would be entitled 'LA lofo1mtllin -0f m.oode". Oh 
and did you ~1son Leeites know ~ was ono e t1 
ree.l. indivi~ with "lie name of your , fav(JU\'1.te teo 
Well, theN was! Be liVltd . l.00 yeara 4 ago and wrote 
p&ntom1me. ~ to lfr. -~ . J'emiell - abl;!.11 
be ab1e to 1iell you somet · about hiJR. Well, 
that • a some at: the :taO'TIUll. ·, - haw about the 
fiot:lon? !l!here'll be at 1east three stories, o 
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o1ever little Nelson Lee effort by Jack Cook "The 
Cerei'ul. Jillrder Case", a good humoured skit on the 
•bloods• •The Gri.st]y Terror of' the Grisly lfarshes" 
by 0.1'1'. Daniel, and thfrd4 "Ion A.maz1ll& ldventure" 
l&" Jaok Corbett. I•m not go1Dg - to tell you. wha't 
tb:ls :1.s about, but I oan assure you. it will greatly 
:interest the Ham:l.1ton group, and others too . 

And, oh,I mwm•t :forget the :illustrations we 
hope to reproduce. l.i'amous No. l's, 1llc1uding th e 
"Gem", "Nelson Lee", "Boy's Leader", "Boy& Friend 
Li.brary 11

, a, ,delight:l'ul. page of' Christmas greetin gs 
from o1d Union Jack au.tho .rs, sketches by SCDe of' our 
own clever art:1.sts , eto. eto . 

Well, there you. e.re; :1.t 1111\Y' be we shall 
offer more pages then we or:1.g:f.nnllt :1.ntanded , and 
hBn8 the expense - :1i' we oo.n get the paper! A:a:fway 
1'e 've got to get • em oJ.l. :1n and so, hnv:1ng whetted 
your appetites I'll J.eave the Annur.J. for the ti.me 
being. 

In the time thnt hns eJ.npeed s:1.noe 1Jo. 10, 
qai te 1:. IJlllllber of' yru hnve been rendmg 8 :Bi.J.ly Bunter 
of (h,ey:fr:l.ars Sohoo1", :for the oon~ts of' nf1 111£111 
bag t ell me so. On other pogus r. seJ.eotion tz,om 
these J.etters nppectr. · We think: the spnce devoted 
to then :1.s ;Justi:fied, for its r rell'.I. event! You've 
ev::1.dont]y enjoyed 1. t. There' a just r. word of' 
or:I. tioien here nnd there , but its genuine, honest, 
or.1.tioimi, ma. so no one w:l.J.J. ob;Ject to~-

: : 

In our l.not iseue I pu.bllehed n letter i'ro!il 
Qrnnville T. Wc.izw, :1n whi.oh he invited lJIQ to 8IDl 
oopies of' papers nl.ang, bodJy in need of SOJ:18 re
pnir. I g1~ nocepted. llr.ok they orwe cg,;d:n 
1n n few dl:\ys'·w:l:th oovers secure]¥ replr.oed a: J.ook-
1.ng nJ.oost r.u good as ·new. A. far d:1.tterent job 
than nfT Ollno~ ettorto Wi.th a paate brwlh.!l!hanlm 
a l.ot, GNrm':l.lle! 

: : : : 
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J:rq more adverts. :tor the .Annual . There's not mu.oh t1ma now! 

Yours sincere~ , 

~-~;f-_ 

THE EVENT OF THE SEA.SON 
Greyfrj.ars awakens :tro m it ' a long Sleep 

b y 
Herbert Leckenl\'{ 

"Bi~ l!lmter o:t Grey:triers School", a:tter 
maizy del.aya, ia out at last and a grand production 
it sure~ ia ! The publis he rs, Me ears. Char lea Skilton Ltd . are :to be heartily ccmgratulat e d, eapeo
ial.J¥ in view o:t the di:tf i cul.tiea they have been u p against. The book ia print ed on excellent paper , 
the typ e is just the right si111e, the dust jacket is 
vez,y e:t:t ectiv e , and will l.ook well an the bookstall though ma,ybe oopiea won't be allowed to reJllllin 
there :tor l ong - not when the :tomous :nBme oll'toh tts the eye. 

The duit jacket al.aims a print o:t 10, ooo. 
Readers o:t the a.D. know that there ia to be a ·2nd one o:t the same impreosive number. No doubt a 
big proportion o:t these · will be cl.aimed by those who were avid readers o:t the "MB~e t" be:tore it' a sudden dwn:l.se 1n l.94 0. Al.reajy · 11!fll13 o:t these, youths, :fathers, and quite a lot o:t grandfatb:rs will have been transported to that corner 1n Kent, tha-t- magi.a l.and o:t eternnl youth, ther e to rev e l 
with th e inhabitants o:t Grey:t rio:rs once Rgflin. It will be agreed that the hlmd o:t the lllf\Ster hoe not 
l.Q,at 1 t 's ouzmin8, thrrt he hes r1~ :f'rom his nigh eigh t year• a rest l.1lat n g:l.Elnt re:treahed. 

Whil.et we ordinary 110rtal.s are older by al.
most a decade , we find aJ.J. the :tam::l.Uil.r :taoes ;tuat ae o:t yore,and the Priardel.e and Oourtf'iel.d · oauntry 
hns not been oha.nged one whit- • !l!b.e ~ Dr. Locke, venel'Bble in 1908, at:i.ll rul e s over his beys llnd the ma.stare nre unch8?189d. V11ngate 1a st:i.ll 
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Oaptain of the IJOhool and Mr. Qu.eloh still presides ; 
ewer the 'lllU'llly Relnl:we. Even Uncl.e Clegg and Mt-a. i 
Jf:l..mb1e serve out tu.ok; on almost pre-war lines . i 

It ms;y be said that the story is rem:l.niscent j 
of IDIIZ:\Y' a one we have read, bat who o:t the faithf'ul i 
would have it otherw:lse? :Bunter is as hopeless .as i 
ever,and is warned thBt :l:t he does not improve vast ! 
l3" by the end of term,his face will be seen nt Grey ! 
friars no more. .A.a the holidays opproooh the 1 

Owl. appee.rs to be do<'med. Then , when the mmter i 
of the Remove is being a ttacked by n footpcd, the ; 
stout one, who hns been hidden in a tree to tok e i 
Ve.Jl8CflDOe on his mnster, :t&J.l.s on the vil.lian, cnd i 
into tho good g,:-nces of Mr. Qu.el.ch. . · i 

.A.nd so Banter remn:ins C',t GJ:'eyfn,:,.rs to ent- ! 
ertni.n us OI10e AgCl:1n in the secbnd Bil.l3" Bunter ; 
book we nre tol.d is now :ln h.llnd . · · 

!!!here are severol. ' il.J.ustrations by the vet- I 
ernn R .J. Jk'.odoncJ.d, so fom::1.licr to l.overs of the i 
"Gem". . i 

I put dawn this book, published a t 7/6 , "in! 
nil the d:ign:i. 1;y of st:itt oovers nnd gqr du.st jnoket i 
then piclred up n slim l.6 pnge, red covered "Jftlgnet" i 

; produced for r. hnlipenny in l.908. I thought of i 
; those l,600 odd numbers issued between, plus - cn j 
i inte:rvfll of nearl3" eight years, to this longest and i 
i lllll.ch heralded Greyfriars story in 1947 , and won- ' 
; dered if it was not the most remarkable achieve- ! 
! ment :ln the whole histor,y of stozy writing. If &r:\Y'-J 
1 one c'ID. tb:1nk: of a more extraordill.ary one I should ; i be gl.&d to hew of it. i 

! * .. * I 
I 
i Wel.oome Book, Ban'ter . 
j I 
i P'or all. ·renders of the "Collectors' Di.gest", i 
i the even-t of "the year has been the po.bliont:ion in i 
i reoen't weeks of "Bil.l3" Bunter of Greyfria:rs School." ! 
i :f'rolll 1.he pen of the wOllder-wri ter of the 088, J"ronk 1 
iRiahnrds. nie oris:1.s, the film shortage, the end ! i of 'the basic, the arrival. of 'the twins, and e,rery- J 
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thing el.ee, have al.1 hdei'l into obli-vion beside i 
1311.J.y Bunter' a comeback. · We b.l!.ve waited. -seven long ! 
yeara for tM.~ great -went , -reading and ~ading ! 
the old stories in the meantime. We have heard the ! 
pessimists se,y- that old Bi~ was dead - as .i:f he l 
ever oould be! , · ; 

.And now he ia back . Ii. trage<v Qf. the war was i 
the end, or the suspension at l e ast, o:f the Magnet ! 
end the Gem. The triumph o:f the peace is t he r e- t 
turn. o:f Grey:rr:1.are. i 
. Ev ery r ead er lllUBt have been de lighted nt the i 
excellence o:f the . publication o:f "Bi].]y Bunter o:f i 
Grey:frisrs" . The type , the b:lnd1llg, the au.at jaok- ! 
et - ail leave ver.r li ttl.e to be desired , and. re- , 
fleet great credit upon Messrs. Skilton . ! 

! . Psyohologioa l ~, perhaps, aa :far as we old 
readers e,re conoexned , it ia a pity that either 
Chapman or Shields cou1d not have i.lluatrated the 
ator,y ~ Macdonald• a work ia :first-ol.aaa, bu.t he ia 
totn.l.J¥ eaaoci oted with the Gem end Tom 1iIIJl'ry. I 
doubt whet~ , in thirty years, he dl.'ew more than 
hol.:f - a..dozen P.ioturea in the Mngnat. He ia ns out 1 
o:f. pl.lic e with llmi.ter na Shiel.de or Cbilpmtln woul.d be i 
w1. th Tom Meny .or Qussy. · i 

I 

i 
! 
! 
I 

Of the sto:r,r - well , th e main thillg ia th.Cit i 
Bunter ia back. If there is too much Buntar in the i 
story, we have onzy ourselves to blaDe. Vie sent up i 
·the or.r "We want Bunter", when ,·1hat we really meant i 
was "We want G~friare". Mr . ru.charda has written i 
to pl.ease h:1.s hosts of adclirera - and he hna sue- i 
oeeded. The old gems of ol.ever wr:l.ting whioh we i 
love so much are aJ..l. there. i 

The stor.r is not a great one aa the II staoey II i 
aeries wee a great one; it has no :fine character ; 
paintings as the Redwing stories end the Harr., i 
Whlu:tan stories h8d ; it l.aokB the bright, wnrm .des- ; 
oripticma o:f . the old holiday series; llnd there are i 
no tense, dramatic momenta such BB - knew when i 
Ferrera LookJe waa introdu.oed. ! 

• I 
:But !tr.Richard.a has done hie beat to pl.ease ; 

us all.. He hes, ns :fF.r as possible, introduced al.l.i 
the . grand . peopl.e _ we used _to _know.-· But . the Grey- _____ ; 
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i :Criare sta&e . is s crowded one , and 1 t is impossible i 
to paint ohsrscter pictures wi.th huge crowds on the i ataee. ! 

Perh.Bps some of us are a little d.1aappo1nted l that, 1n this atoz,y, :Mr.Rioh.arde does not seem to i 
feel th.st it is a great ooonsion - e day to be i 
morked With a white stone. To us it is n v ez,y grec.t i 
oconsion. We should hsv'e liked o fanfnre of trum.];>- 1 
eta on the openi.n& pnge - P. brief description of 
Greyfrinrs, ne stling in its corn er of th e Kent : 
oosst ; we sho'uld hnv'e liked o bri ef ide n of whnt l 
hnppen cd to it durlng the rmr - probr.b~ Oreyfri r.rs i 
wee E!V'aouated to the north , for a great publlo ; eohool. ooul.d not have remained where it was; we ; . 
shoul.d have liked, for one rest:f'ul. poge of pure i 
delight, a ofllm yet grondiose wel.oo100 home to fie - i tion of the greatest school. And th e gr en t ~st ahor- ! 
ect ers in living memory. \. 1 

!!!hough •Bi.lJ¥ Hunter of Grey:Crinra School. u 
foes not do f'l1lJ.. juatioe to the most thrill:ing 
event of the year, we J.ny it loving~ aside as the 
first Greyb.-i.ars sto:r,r for man,y moons, and wish to 
the maestro , llr.l'rank Rioharda, mmiy , llllllil,y more 
years of successful. work with our favourit e char-/ aoters. lla y his ot1.tpll.t grow swifter and anf'ter. 

1 
And, one day, we hope t o see Tom Merry again! 

smil.ing at us from his attractive dust-jaoket. \ 
* * * Eric Feyne . ! 

J. Revi-
by 

John R.Shav 
I 

The long aweited ":Bmi.ter " book havill8 arrive<i 
at l.ast, Magnet entlmsiaata will be eager to com~ 
it With the 0Teyfr.lars Btories of pre-war df9"a to l see whether tbs obarooters end genernl. atnosphere o,; 
the aahoo1 se- the same D8 :tOl.'lller~. :Lt 1s inter- j est1.za& to speoul.nte es to the rensana for au.oh i 
d.1fferenoes 118 ..- be deteoted. !rhe nuthor return ed i 
tc. writi.n& about b1a bel.cwed oharnoters nf'ter mau;y ! ·-·-·- ·-·-·-·-·-·-·- ·-·- ·-·-·-·-·-·-· - ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· -·- --·-·-·-·· 
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J18f\rS of stress and etratn of w~, whi.oh hnd a .-1- ! lowin& ·effect on llll\ey peopl.e. It is IIO't cl1:ttlcnil.t ~ pero4!!ve th&t J'rank Rf.ohnrda hne QZI. nan greeter ! atteotion for Greyfr:iare , and its characters, 't1liln ! :in past yeere. J,. eto:zy, the writi.r:lg of · which 6.,.. ! eo much pleasure to the author ie certa:f.n to give l IJlllOh dellght to Bil anthus:laet:io reader _. !lhe book ; does th:is 1n full measare. . ; 
:amter i11 told by Mr. Quelch that he will. b.e'7d to le8V'e the school. at the Emil of the tem :if he ! does not mand h:ie ways. Of course, we know that, 1 

though :amter ;2uat oezmot change h:18 lff\YS, enxj-- i th:ing will oome r:ight for h:1m :in the and. i'h1Jl68 do ; come right, but how ehouJ.d not be stated hare - suf-r :f':1.oe to ssy that Bunter esv ed hi.meel.f :trom t.h:ie pan~ . iahment by' perform:ing one of h:ie rare - vei:y r~ - i oouregeous deeds. ! 
The Greyi'r:iare ohare.ctere are aa well dep:ict1 ed as :in the old da y s: the bo,ye ere the aame, but i somehow more likeable. The chsptere_conoerning Coke:i; and Fish, are emq the beet :in the book. filere :i" i al.so an ceoe llent oh.apter nbout Vernon Smith. Mr. i Qa.el.oh is stern and unbend:1Ilg as of ol.d. :Bunter is ! ae g:E'.Sedy and .dishonest; $IJ.ou8h one feel.a sympathy ! ! for him throughout the et<ley". . i 

! Somo readers will regret that ther e ie anJ:y i 1 one ohRpter aol.ely ooncernillg Harry Wharton nnd Co. i ! There chief purpose ie to oct ae fo:il.e to Buntt1r : i 1 they are hie st ooges in th:ie story. Bu.t what does ! i th:is matter? ~e book is supposed to be about :Bun- ! ; ter: it ie certa:in to increase great'.cy hie already ! ! worl.d-wide popul.a;r11ij'. . i 
! * * * i I 

. ! Extracts :trom other Letters i I 
• ; . 11b' word, it• ·great; anJ:y one word of cr:i -ttciam j The~ :ia perhaps ;2uat a Utile too .au.ah Banter; - l i neverth4i'leea, I've tho~ !!1:'ed it. I gaeae ; ! li'ra:nk Riobarda will ~ -d r wi.th ocingl'6'ta.- ; ! l.Bt:1cms. : • . Jim Shephard, Sbe:tt1e14, 7. ; I 
. i . Quite up to Prank ,IU.oharda hi.gh etanilard. l 

, ·- ·- ·- ·-·- -· -·-·- ·-·-·---- ·-Lall.ill.en_._ Shetti.eld, . 7. ·'. 
.... ·'f • .. 1 • .- • •• 
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i Both~ boy, Dmmis, and I, are delighted i 
; with the Bunter Book. To SI\Y it oomes up to expeot- 1 i ations is, I think, high praise, far Mr.Ram:ilton ! 
i baa aJ.Jrs.v-s set 8'UOh a high standard. ! ! R.G.Hudaon, Leeds , 7f 
l I reoeived IIIY' Bun~r Book to-dll\Y. Ch, boy! i 
i Just now ~ eon, Gordon, is 'bl:lrled in it, and far-
i getting hie dinner. Tom Sf.nol.air, Leeds , 7 . 
! (One likes to hear of these oases of father l and eon reading it. H. L . ) · . ! ·-·- ·-·-·-·-·-•-• I ·-·- ·-·-·-· -·- ·-· - ·-·- ·- ·-•-·-·-· - ·-·- ·- ·- ·-•-·-·1 
I 

. i Here we present an artiole that i s clifferent 1 ! an artiol.e thnt bns ·originality. It is writ-ten by · 
! yet another enthusiast, end ofter reading it we fe4 
! sure thnt all our readers will hope, with us , t hnt ; l we shnll hrlv e more from the soma pen. i 
i "These we hnre Laved in -the Old Dr'.ye" ! by 
I Prm:lk Qeborn i 
i In the same W96' that the half forgotten lilt ! 
i of a one-time popul.a:r lllllBio hal.l ohorus, heard on 1 
! the radi.o or reoalled by some mention of the pass:i4 ! of a sti!Q:' of the d96's when we were very YOUil8, 1m- i 
! Pin8ee on the ooneoiousneee, recalling incidents i 
' bitter-sweet to the memor:,, so did the perusal. of i 
i the first oopy of "The story Paper Collector" that ! 
i oame into JIIY' hands bring baok to me the dertt-, deOd ! 
!pest. : l Old books and papers, ol.!} authors and i!Q:'t:1.~t~, 
; the oJ.d characters we l<JV'ed, the faces of ol.d pal.a 1 
; with whom we napped a "Union Jack" for a "Gem", or ! 
; a "Soou.t" for a "Jfarrel." - all . fl.:1.t before the eyes' ! of a sentimentalist. $b1n1ng thr<JU&h, there appee:rs i 
! to be now, as I wri. te , the picture of three happy i 
! -1..liJlg faoee, the COV'er of an ol.d "Boye Pn.end Jd ; ! J.d.brary• - •Tam Jler:r,-' e' CODQ.usat". I wCN14 give i ! mi.oh to see Q68:ln thEn book. ! 
. 

I ! "Rogues of the 11'1er,y Crose", the beet aerial.j, 
! •01mmen ever published, by S. Wal.key; "1!:le Pi.rates 0:1: , ·- ·-·- ·- ·-·- ·-·-·-·-· - ·-·-·-· - ·- ·-·-·-· - ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·- ·- ·-·- ·-·-



El. Dorado"; "Yoho for the Spanish Kain!" all. by the! 
same ~thor. Do y ou remember them? . l 

The ear-~ Th:reepe!U\y I.d.brariea too, I loved. i 
"Pete' a Sohool.!lays", •pate's Chriatmaa", "Wol.ves of 1 

the Deep~, "Lion against Bear", and •wll188 of Gold", ! 
the l.aat three by that master of the l?oya' a'f;or,r, ! 
S1.dney Drew, "K:Lng of Sooute" by im.Jfurrsy <b:eydon i 
and thnt wonderf'Ul. story of Sexton Bl.alee , "Lobangl1 ; 
and 'h.'oubletuJmiu" ,by Ceoi.l. Hayter, I dare aweor - ; 
"The Mammoth Htmters". i 

"Chuma of Y{yol.1.tte" by Jaok North, "The Boys / 
of st. Bosil' a" by Helll.'y St. J olm , "Vi.scount Di.ok' a ; 
Sohool.df\Yli 11 by Ohnrl.es J.Mans:rard. These a:Lso I rem; 
·ember, and :mtll\Y more, i 

Nelson Lee is there nl.so. And Sexton BJJuce, i 
wi. th Gordon Marsden Plummer , he of the agate eyes, 1 

1n the old pink covered U. J' s, w1. th Yvonne, Prof es- i 
sor Kew and Count Carlao. . ; 

Jack , Sam and Pete , where are these gallant i 
comrade a now., I Vlonder? You happy, carefree worl.d 1 

wanderers , you were very real to :me. I · like to 
think you nre still globe trotti..ng as of yore. 
s. 01.arlm Hook, I sal.ute your memory. 

Heppi.~ Oharl.es Hamilton 1.e sti.ll wi.th ua . 
He who created Toln. Merry r ~:D'ers , Monty Lowther, 
the ona and ~ la'thur ~ D' ~cy, Harry Wha:r
ton , ond the 1.mmortnl. Bi~ Bunter c,~ a host of 
others vihoae fi.g=ea pass bafore :iqy- eyes 1.n eternoJ. 
youth - "he :ta sti.ll. with us , with vigour undi.mmed. 
Perhaps we shall :meet them all agai.n, perhaps the 
quads of St. Ji.m • s and Greyfriara wi.ll echo once 
again to their meny lsughter, perhap 'e once more 
ol.d flgg,y wi.l.1 blush when Cousi.n Ethel.' s name 1.s 
menti.onsd, or he might ever attempt to make an.other 
and more wwerful. fi g-pu.dding. Let ua hope ao. 

The ol.d B.O.P. too , 1.a not to ,be l.e:tt -ou.t. 
Who can forget Tal.bot l3a:lnea ·Reed an4 -"T:be "Cook 
House at PellsgElr'th" ar Gordon stabl.esT fine tales 
of adventure on aea and 1md, or hi.a hints on the , 
k.eepi..ng of :rcbbi.ts, wh:1.te ml.ca and other crentures 
dear to the boys' . hetlrts? 
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! . .And then there were Kettl.a & Co. of the ol.d : 
! Al.dine DJ.81110lld Id.brm.y; Al.eo . Jim and Tinpot of th ej 
! •Boy• s Best"; and the ~ fine serials of the earl;y 
! •Soouts", of whi.oh mention J118<f be -.le of' "2'be Phen;l tea :Battl.ellhip" aad "K:lddie of' the C-.p" . 
! J.J.l. the-,e we 1oved in the o1d days. 
i ~: Mr.Osborn wrote his artio1e some ti- ogo . 
i :tlew111 now have had his wish eo far os Grey-friars 
i is oonoerned . · 

1 
!-·- ·-·-·- ·-·--- ·-·-·-·-·- ·-·-·- ·- --· - ·-·- ·-·-· -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·- ·- ·i 
! . i 
! COLimTOR• S MI~:Iffj: The oldest Joa:msl. for Col t
! 1eotors of Old s oka . 96 numbers is81l8d. Pro- i 
! :f'Qse]T il.llUrtrBted. lJo.l.O (5th series) now reeey-. i 
: 1s.:5c1 poet free. Parka, Printer , Snltburn-by _-Sea. i 
i ~ : Br1 tish l!'ilm Kflgf>.d.nes espeoir.ll,y 19,8-l. 947. 
! Pioturogoer, Pi oture Show, eto. l.oose or bound. 
! Pl.ease Write wbl'.t you lmre. Will pcy- l.d eoch for , 
l enoh s:ing]. e issue or trnde one U. S.lrovie Mllgnz:1.ne i 
i for five British. C.F.Ri.okord, 2026 West 41st five .~ 
i Vnno011Ver, B.C., Cttntld.n. I 

! ~ts WfFIED urgent1y , between 192 2 &lid 1.9, 0 , Goo(l. 
! ce paid. Have Jlagnets 1936 to 194 0 for excban89. i i Corbett, 49 G:cyn Par m Road, ~tan, Birrn1ngb&;m, 32. ; 
i ™.; Exobenges - old boys books . Lists exchange ~. 
1 J.ll l.etters answered . ~thing ol.d. H9Ill'Y J .H . BEU"t- i l lett , Peas Hill, Shipton Gorge , Bridport, Dorset. i 

i lrA1r.l!BD: Magnets between 1929 - 32. Good oondltion i 
! essential.. Pl.ease state prioe. J olm W. Gocher, Junr. i l Vi.ctor.t.a Oottage, Oanatitutton Hill , &ulbury, Sl>t:foU: . 
i W.Am!BD: 'Ear]T issues of Qem , Magnet, Plllok , Dre(l(}.-! 
i iiaiiili'r, ear]T l.914 and 1915. Er.lo PayDe , 2, Grove i 
! Rolld, Sllrbitan. i 
I . 
i fflP JEE§ for Se:Le or Exobnnge. Sexton m.obi BustL 
i era invi.ted. Allen, , Montgomery- Drf.ve, Shef'- ! 
i fte1d, 7. i 
l DJl!IIID.: Sextan B1ake J4be.Unicm Joolia, m4 Deteot- i 
; ITe"lf'eeJclles. W.Ool.oOlllbe, 256 Sou:th .Avenae, Sou.th .: ! 

i era4-oa.-Sea_, Ess1ge. ·-· - ·-·-· - ·---·-·-· -----·--- ·- ·-·-· - ·-·-·-·' 
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Dear Herbert Ileokenby , 
18th October, 1947, 

Thank you :for your letter with the O.D. Yee 
I like the cover - likew:l.ee the oontomte. I had 
qu:1.te a spot of ·noe:talgia looking at the cover o:f 
the old "Boys of England". How well I remember ~ 
oe.gern eee for it an Fridays, way back in th e ear:cy 
oightiee . It rea~ was a good paper. Odd that it 
ehou1d have lasted 3'.5 year s - ;just s.s long as the 
Mllgnet in lnter days. . 

:Mr.Pu.okrin's R:rticle on "M£".sters of Grey
fri.are" inte~eeted me ve-ry- muah. I hop ti that the 
spot o:f bother nl.luded to in your editoriol won't 
materinliee - but really the pnper position seems 
to · be going ' :t.rom bo.d to worse. 

I 
The Bunter book renJJ;y- is out nt l nst, l\:fter i 

so mf'IJ3 del.eye . I fllll to1d th nt post orders ~ e be- , 
:1ng :filled :first, ~d hope you hove your copy by '. 
thie tilna. Letters c.re coming in nbout it , nl.1. o:f ! 
th em very ple,, .st\Ilt rendin8 - but mnn.y point out th n j; 
Bqnter'e oelebr nted check trousers are missing - n ! 
sCld oversight on the port o:f the nrtiet ! I oon:fess ! 
thllt I missed ;this in the proofs. I tlll tnJd.ng th e ! 
ml'.tter up w:f. th the ortiet; ond in the next v olume 
Bunter will receive hie checks i:f he doeen' t rec- 1 

e :f.ve hie poatlll. orders! Some o:f 1113" kind renders ! 
teJ.l me t hn t Bunter is immortoJ., nnd i:f this be so, J 

obviousl;r he ccmiot be mr.de to pnes 1n hie cheoke! : 
By tho i,e:y, I have been asked to write aome- ! 

tb:in8 about Bunter for production in Bra:il1e for ! 
the enterta:l.nmllnt of the blind, I l.illil the idea, - ! 
and Bunter :f.n "Braille" will 'be :rather a c,urios11;y. i 

.. - . -·-·-·- · - ·-·- ·-·-·-·- ·-· -·-· -·-·- ·- ·-·-·-·- · -·- ·- ·-·-· - ·- ·- ·- --- -i . 
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I 
i 
i 
i 

I - 1oolci.ng :roiward to the !mm.Bl.. 

i . 
i . - - ·~ 

Wi:th ]q.Dd regaN8 
Yours s:l.nc~' 

- . - ~ Richards. 

! BO'J!!:: ' 
! -- !l!Je Yorksbire »nmi.Dg Poirt (Leeds) referred i 
! 1;o ~ stories 1n Brfd.lle n abort t1JDe ego, end men;
! tions eC11Deth1Dg that 1'renk Rioharde doeen' t - that i 
j he wrote ~ wi.thout pnyiaent. Editor. i 

I * * * 
I 
i J!r'?ENTION! HELSON IEE :PABS: i 

! By the courte"7" of ·lfr.Jack Cook, - are able i 
! 1;o reproduce · a 1i3tter be received recent'.q. from yocy 
i :favourite author. Ite what we bav"e been waiting :for!, 
i bu.t, oh, what a pi1\f Jlr.Brooks has lost interest in! 
i those stories which charm you, his Bdmire:rs, still. J 
i * * * . Ed .j 
i #. i 
i 13th Ocwber, 1947. i 
i Dear Jack, i 
I · - i 
i I •ve been so busy - world.JJg ~ hollday"ing - j 
; that I can't rema:aiber whether I replied to the le:t-i 
j tor (undated) 1h whioh you enclosed a stamped ad- i 
i dressed envelope. I:f I hare replied, clmok this i 
i letter in the :fire; if I haven't, here .rs saying I'mi 
i sorry :for the delay. i 
I . I 
i .kbout the 4d Schoolboys Pocket Libraey; yes , j 
i yours truly is gui].1\f, as you guessed. I wrote quitlil 
j a number of __school stories for Swami's , baaed on Jqfi 
i old st. Frank' s stories, dur:lng the ear'.cy- dfllr s of i 
, the wor, when, owing to paper restrictions .m:r novel. ! 
, output was oonaiderab'.cy- curtailed. \'fl\y they shou1d ! 
! bsve printed one llllder iey- own nnme I don' t know. I ! 
! hope you liked thJJae -eohool yarns - which in 11\9' ! 
! opini.on, are fe:r end awqy better than 11\f ol.d St. i i hanlc' s ytlrDB. • . ! 
i Wi. th reg82'd to the stn~t 1n the "Collect!. 
i ar•s Digest" I om a:trn:Ld this is perfectiy ·· true. Jtr! 
! interest 1n the "Old Lee days" is deDd, the seme as[ 
'- ·- ·- ·-·-·-· -- - ---- --·-·- ·- ·-·-· - ·- ·-· -·-·-·- ·-·- ·- ·-·- ·-· - ·- ·-· -~-·~ 
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i th e "Nelson I.e e Library " . I am :fully oocupied -wi."th ! 
i those two blokes , "Berkel:ey (h,ay- " and "V:l.ctor CJmm• •! 

! Cohgratul.ations on. the pu.bl.ioatio n of yaur i 
' 1':l.rst :fairy tale book . I wouJ.d very llll1Ch lib a cow,, 
! 11' you can spare one • .ls :for hints cm writillg achoo~ l tal.ee, I ' m afraid I can't glve ai.y. It's not a ~ 
i that can be I.earned . You can e:I. ther wr_:l te school. ! 
i ator:l.es or y ou can ' t . I su.ppoee :Lt's a gift. Pa1Jy ! 
i tnl.e wr:I. tin8, I 1.mngine, is a simil.ar lclnd o:1' glft. ! 
j , I 
i W:I. th vary be~t wi.ahes , i 
i S:l.noere:cy, ! 
i E. S. Brooks . ! 
j - • - • - • -· -· - • - ·- ·- . - • - · -· -· -· -· - · - ·-· -·-·- ·-·- ·- · - · - ·-·-· -· -·- ·-·-·- · I 
i ! 

O;f Interest to "~et " :fans and Jfas:l.c Lovera i 
• ~e:@.l.y I 

I l!r . ThOIIIElS 4..Johnaon, L.R • .4..K.' 4.R.M .C .M., o:t 
j Raby Cott age, R6by Pflrk , Neetcm , Wirrnl., Cheshire , I 

i insp:l.red bf the stories he read in the "Magnet" hc.s ! 
i wri. tten a std t e o:1' piano p i ec es concerning th e :i'am- ' 
i ous school. !l!he suite conte.ine six movements - ' 
i Grey:i'ri.ars L Bob Cherey .I.. B:1.~ Bunterl Mr . Quelch , J 
, .4.l.onzo Toda. o:nd Harry 11.nari;an & Co . d edicated co~ 
i ha s be en pr e sented to Frank Richards, who was nat- i 
! urel.:cy much grati:1':l.ed . ; 

i When oanditi.ona are easier, :Mr.Johnson hopea ! 
j to have ther pu blished. .t.l.l r e aders will wish him I 

i l u ck. E d i 
! ·- ·- ·-· - ·- ·- ·- ·-·- ·- ·- ·-· -·- ·-·- ·-·- ·-·-· - ·- ·- ·- ·-· - ·-· - ·-·- ·-· -·- ·i 
I . 

i \VAN!I!ED: ·Penny 'Pi ctorial. Weel!::cy (192 0 period). st. i 
! Geor ge 's Magazine ( eol.d in sohools around 1920) . i 
! Chatt erbox 19l.l , Boys l.i'riends Nos. 922,938 , 939, 951., i 
1 9152 • 9915 onwards . l'JmJ;r varioua boolm to o:1':i'er 1n ex- i 
! ohange. W. H. TJ:io.Jl(p•on l.14 , Handley Road, New Whit- i i tingt on , Chest er f i eld . . ! 
i POR SUE : 50 Popu].lu-s 1921-24, 53 llar,rels 1921-22 ,: 
f '¥5· ·Y~ i~~ 1923-24, 124 llelson Lees 1927-29, i 
! 153 Gema"'l.9'8-39. -Ul. good comU.t:1.an . 1'.H . Nente, Wen+
! look, Bumhnm lllloks . . j 1-·- ·-·- ·- ·- ·-·-·- ·:,·-·- ·-·- ·- ·-·- ·- ·-·-·-·-· -·-·- ·- ·- --· -·-·- ·- ·- ·1 
i Advertise :1n the ""Col.leotor•s !11.geat• ; 
=··-· - . - ·-· - ·- · - ·-· - ·-~- -- .. ·- ·- ·-·-· - ·- ·- ·- ·- ·-· - . -· -· - ·-·-- - --·--- ·- ·. 
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l file second and fina1 illstalmen~ of the late 
j l!'.Jr.Wear1Jl8's article on:-
! TI)( :tIPPill J.?ID OTHm YOONG Ji'OIXS' &rORIE"S° . · I 

i Where is 11. now I wonder ? I WB8 offered rec - ! 
! antl,y, by one who speoialiees 1n jwren1le l1 tara~ 
! of the past , a oow of the sh:1.l.l.:1.ng edition :for £3 ! 
! fifteen sh:1.llillga, so it must be getting scarce. ! 
! When Henderson later on started · "Nuuets", J/The Garfi land" and "Varieties" th e eto:i;-.1.ee of Tim Pippin and i 
i othet ''t~ l'oll:s" eeris1s wer e republiehed with ; 
; th e "Pa.ck" {John Proctor) and rim.Boucher illustrat- ; 
; ions. Proctor · owed evexything to the 1nsp1.r8t1an ha i 
i derived tram Roland Qi.dz. His drOwings of gionts i 
i were wonderful. and I con still remember "Gi.~t Big - i ! feet", no1d llod,ysnctoher" , "Uncl e Two Heoda", whose ! 
! 00011:Bd hnt provid e d Tim Pipp:bl with n relld;y--mcde ! 
! ~M. ! I . I i Proctor' e vivid drawings are lLlrgely. respon- i i Bible for the ID8l!l01'Y· Jolm Proctor'~ eon became i 
! headmaster of the principal school nt ~ek1ll8 and ! 
! his grandson distin81liehed himself 1n \7orld War -one' 
! enrn.1.ng the Victoria Crose. The 11'.l.uatrntor who beL 
! longed to the eame school. as Tanniel ,W88 just 88 ! j 1mBg:1.native 88 the "Punc h" cartoonist. Giants were i 
; wonderful.ly drawn and r emarknbl!3 for the contrast 
i and th e drama of expression. Some of these giante 
i were t e:tTible personages, whil e others wer e by no 
i memw una:ffabl e . ''Young Foll:s" hnd llllley drawings i by w.11.B. (W.M.Bowles). I hnve c X]!l(l8 number o'f ! 
! "Weekly Budget" 1891 which haa a fine cov er illus- ! 
! tration, size 24 :z: 16 drawn in his oharqoteristic ! 
! style depicting a variety of Xmas s9enes. I recol- ! 
( l ec t a friend who had a large soropboo~ filled withj 
; Proctor's "Tim Pippin" 1lluatrat1C81B !mt from i 
i "Yaung Jl'olll:s". Vlhst VllndalJ.em ! He· only wanted th e i 
i pictures, the t e:z:t did not interest him. 1936 snw i 
i a reprint of · "Giantl.Elnd" issued by Joiner ll: ·steel.a i i 1n n handsome volume, uncbridged with ·Proctor drf'Wl-i 
! ings. Slightly reduced in B1ze th ~ pric e wns 88. 6d. ! 
! "Young :,01.ks" attrP.cted the budding writers and ! 
! ~OUDlB.l:1.sts of the seventtes and eighties . Amon& ! 
1 th- were _J..0.Barmsworth _lLol"d Northolitte _ later _~~ 
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! Peter Keery of "Pearscins Weekl;r ", J .N.Pentelow , ! 
! other.vise Jack North, John a.Rowe, who wrote · lll81zy a ! 
1 :1':lne- ;yam for _ "T_he Marvel", "Pluck" and "Union Jack•! 
! in t.aeir id days. Finally R.A.H.Goodyeai.- , who has a J i host of well written sohool. stories to :'his oredit. i 
i Issued by prominent publishers, a tiu:cy worthy reoo]j'd 
i had "Young Folkce" . i 
· Fll.'IS i 
'·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· -· -·-·-·-·-· -·-·- ·-·-·-· -·- ·-· -· - ·-·- ·-·- ·- ·- ·-·· I I 
i W.AN!J!ED: i.J.d:1ne Pu.bl.ioations, Turpins , Dllvale, eto. i 
i ~ 4, Nuneaton Road, Dagenham, Essex. i 
I . I 
i WAN!l!ED: ?fol.son Lees, Ol.d Series, ~cul.a3:'ly Nos . i 
; ~.220,2,0, also about BO is•es between Nos.l.; 
i and 271 . llsme· ymrr own prloe . Hitve lnmdreds of dup- i 
i l.ioate copies for axe~ . J . 1,!urj;Dgh, Sal.wood Rondj 
i Hsstin&s, New Zeclsnd. : 1 

i IF ITS MlGNETS AND GEMS y ou' re e:fter send yaux num- i 
bers required along to W1lliam. Martin , 93 Hill.a1d e , ; 
Stonebi;i.dge Po.rk, London , N.W.l.O, :•Phone Willesdon i 
4474. 1.J.weye a' ' J.N.-ge eeleo1.ion in stock, both e or:cy i 

, end lnte Dlllllbers. Pr1oes upon npp l.iootion. If I have 
i not got wh81; you wi:nt, ~s :put on wa1 ting 11st. i 
i Str;l.ot rote.ti.on. Setiafao-t:ian naaured. ! 
I I 
i GOOD PRICES offered for . Bound Volumes of early Mag- i 
; ne'ts, alio loose Magnets, between l.908 and l.989 . i 
i Erto 1!'9Une, 23 Grove Road , Surbiton. i 
j-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· - ·-·-·-·-·-·-·- ·-·-· -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·- ·- ·-·-·- ·-·- ·-·' 
i i 
i . Speo1.&l for No.l.2 - "Forever Bunter" - Er;l.o i 
i P'eyne st hie provocative best. i 
i---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-- · ·- ·-·- ·-· -· - ·-· - ·-·---·-------·-· . ·-·- ·- ·- ---~-. I 1 J.rtiol&s with a Yu1etide :1'l817our .will be i 
! weJ.oomed for the next illl8tl8. If written on type- i 
/ wr1 ter, please "tvpe to 51 spaces per line or under ! 
; NOT OVER 51 SPA.CES. . , 
i·-·-· - ·-·-·-· - ·-· -·-·-·-·-·- ·- ·-· .·---·-·-·-·-·-·-· - ·-·-·- ·-·-· -·-·-! 
! · "An .lstoun.cUn& .ldventure 11 by' Jack Co:rbett, i 
! of partioul.ar interest to "Magnet" Collectors. Its i 

L_~ --~ -e _c.n.~. ·-·- ·-·-·-· - ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· - ·-·-·-·---i 
/ "!rhe 0~:t:'ul. Murder Case" - a short story of i 
i Ne1aon Lee, ~ Jaok Cook. It appears . "1n the C.D ; i 
j_ ~. ·-· -·-·-·-·-·-· • -·-·-·-·-·- ·-·-·-· - ·- ·- ·-·-·-· - ·- ·-·-· -· ! 

";.\ .... 
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A.LL CORRESP<mERCB TO H.Jl.Bond, 1o Erw Wen1 Rhlwbliiii 1 Cardiff. 

THE Room> liBIE 
l brie:t ohat this month, :tar the Zeni.th itnm b:r Rex Dol.pbin is going to take up most o:t the room we have al.lotted to BJ.ald.ana , bu.t I llllSt remark on an- book that has ;just been publi .ehed. Again , a disgu:lsed Sexton Bl.ake has been presented to en ,m Witting pa.blio. In his new book (th e first to b e :eu,blished 1n bound vol.ume form)"!mrder on the Mal.l." (Wright & Brown 4s . 6d), .Anthoey ,parsons introd uces us to Ru.stan Carr and his ass istant George Mml.sell, both ex Sootl.Jmd Yord men, so the author tel.l.s us, bu.t 1n aotual :te.ot they nre the ghosts o:t Bl.nlce nnd Tinker, :tor · •JIUrder an . the Jfr.1.1" · is n rehash of "The Loot of Prance" (S . B. L. 3rd Seri.es, No. 87). The original. prolklglle has been el.im:1nated and most o:t the charact ers · naaes altered, bllt otherwise tbs reprint is al.mos t;w ord :tor word like the original. I'm wandering wbn1. Tin1rer woul.il &If' 1:t he knew thnt BIS ghost is "big and. bully , . with huge ,\lends ema rom:iil red :taoe"? I have been wnittng :tor the new ParllClll8 volume :tor a l.ang while now mt DUSt odm1 t 1hot J: wns d1at1ppointed to flnd thnt the .A..P. hns al.l.0111ed n Bl.(l]ce stor,y to be so hlW\l.ed. No dm1bt 
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' I the book will make a hit w1 th those who don ' t know ! their Blake , but it will certainly no t please those 1 who have followed the ma8ter detective through the i yeara. i 

II-I~ I 
-·- ·-·-· -· - ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· - ·- ·- ·- ·-·-·-·- -- ·-· - ·- ·-·-·-· - ·-·-! 

THE LIFE AND DEATH OF ZEN!rtl 

Re:x Do1ph1n 

I 
i 
i 
i 
! Sacred . to the Memory of Zen1 1.h, who was 

acoidentalJ¥ killed by a falling wa],l ! durin8 the storm of 3oth April, 1918 . .! . - ·-·-· - ·-·- ·-·- ·- ·-·-· - ·-·- ·-·-·- ·-·- ·- ·-·-· - ·-·- ! 
Thus rune ! ! the 1neor1pt- ; 

ion on the ; 
ooveratone of i 
a grave 1n i 
th~ shadow of i 
rtdned Lind:1.a4 
:fame Abbey m ! 
Ho'.cy' Island ! 
ofi the Nor-,: ! 
tlmmberland ·! 
coast.And yeti 
we read of i 
Monsieur Zen- i i 
i th 1n action i l du.ru.g Worl.d .. i i Ya:r II , when ! i he waa o gue~ f illa lender ! , 
1n JU&O- SJ..av- ! ! 1.a. l ! 

The ll\Y&t ei:y! · ! of Zen:ith'e 1 ! 
death waa meri~ ' tione-d 1n Se:ir:..! i tan Blake .An- I i 
nual. No.2, :tn I j ~~~-~e __ ~ .:.:c.-_____ , _________________________________________ 1 



'°' ·· - · -·- ·-·-·-·-·-· - ·-· - ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· - ·-·-· - · - - ·-·- . I 
1tar gave a supposed exp1anation. He aai.d that Zen- i 
1th•- indeed dead, and that caaea pa.bllahed after • 
h1.s death were at earlie r adventures. These earli er ! 
adventures could not be published ~ore, aa the J 
oaae-booka cantnlni.no4!: the records had been ato1en w,i Zeni.th'a gong. When ~lake recover ed the books , th e ; 
stor1ea were then wrl.tteri up . · ! 

.l ve:iy ingen:1.aus, bu.t ent12"el;r "phone y" axpl.annti.an. Evi.dent]y that edi. tor hcd not searched 
very de epl;r among th e Bl.ak a f11es. 

!!r'.l4!lUr.;1oe Bond , Edi.tor of "Bl.nld.ann " ,- menti.oned this matter 1n Colleotor's Digest No.Ii, and 
gave 1t na his op1n1an thet the s .:B. lmmr.1 ed1tor 
bad tr1ed to "lc1ll off" Zeni.th. He woe, however, 
1ncorr eot 1n thie NJsumpt1on, oa there ootun:1.J¥ l ensts n story by Ant~ Skene in wh1oh Zeni. th wns; 
l::ll.l.ed . Being r. ~e1oll8 admirer ~ both :Bl.Elke nnd i 
Zeni.th, I JOO.de it ll\Y busines s to senroh the files ; for o true expl.l'.nntion, ond now giv e 1t, with :full. i doow:ientor,r evi.deno e . i 

The recorded history of 2.enith '· the 4J.biDo i 
starts with the story 11A Due1 to the Death", publis~ 
ed in Union Jack No.837 dated 25th October, 1919. ; 
Sexton Bl.ake had been for aooe months eJ1686ed 1n i 
d.i:tf erent cases, the orimes 1n which showed s1gns o:f hav1ng been plamled by the 88De aaet e :r--Dind - a oaa.+ 
t er-cind who had never sh own hiDsel:f pers~. i 
B1ake was st~ing at en hote1 in Newcast1e-on-Tyn e • 
durJ.n& one very sto:t'l:\V' n:Lght , and after a terrif'io ! o1ap of thunder , all the lights went aut. He told ! ,· ~r to re -;light the gae. Then - i 

A voice oace out of the darkness o1ose be side 
hiD - the voice of n strm:l&er. "Leave 1 t to J!lli3 ! " i 

I The rioh de ep tones were cultured rmd coo- i 
nsnc11ng, yet bore suoh a burden at sadness thnt one i 
l.anged to beho1d the beiDg t'r<E whoo they o«ae. · , I 

Qle by ans the gaslights weie re-lit, mid ; 
finker found hiilael.f go&1ng at n ybung . C\bd btlndsooe i 
D8n 1n :t'Ull. eyen:uig dress. i 

j ·- ·-·-·-· The .s~r tluned to . Sextm .1Q...oJw., __ __ ________ i. 
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. I l "Ah, Mr.Blake", he said , "I must apologise j 
j for this :Intrusion". He removed hie hat with a fl.mui
i ish and exposed the strange fact that he was a true i 
i albino, his hair being white as snow, while his eye"! 
i glowed like rqJ:,ies in the incandescent light. ! 
. I i "I am af're.id you have the advantage of me" 
i said Sexton Bl.akB. 

i "ilas ! " said th e be autiful voic e of the etr84-
! ge r, ''Your fame is world-wide , whil.e 11\Y name is un- i 
' known". Then he added with a bow : "I cal.l 11\YBel.f i 
I ZenithJ." 
I . 

i It transpired that Zenith had Vii.shed to meet i 
1 face to face the man who had thwarted hie · schemes. i 
1 That was the mmmer, so typical of the me.n' e child- i 
! ish love of the theatrical., in which Zenith intro- ; 
! duoed himseli to Blake and Blake-readers, end the i i lon g fight began. ! 
i Zen:!. th, the Albino! !llie man• a very app earanc 4 
! was - enough . :to excit .e interest and wonderment . · And ; 
1 that appearance was to beco1110 very well knDwn to i 
' Sexton Blake, the police, the under11orld, and the i i followers of Bl.ake•e [ldventurea, durin g the yeors tq 
i come. ! 
! The broad-shouldered , athlet1.c, slim figure 1 

, per.fect]J" f:f. tted out in impeccable evening dress an4 
1 eil.k hat , the eleg81lt bearing, the elaborete manner"!, 
! th e eboey stick end go ld cignrett e case. l.bove al.l, ; 
1 th e startling whi teneee of his fnco an d he.ir ngmna1 
! the · black of hie clothes, and the crimson-irised i i eyes. ~e colouring of hie face rethq:r -took ones ! 
i a ttention nwey frqm it!3 ahnpe md quriI:f.ty - lang , · ! 
i aaoet1.c, v:f.ril. e , intelligent, w.l. th a determined yet! 
! reo1cl.eea mouth . . 'i· . 
! Hie physical pecul:lari ti.es were so aooentu- i 
! ated that they were very diffi01µt to conceal by dilti guise, so usually he scorned diegu:Lse, "flaunting and, 
i brazenini:i; out hie awn unique personal.i •. When he 1 
; did use diagui.ee, dark speotacl.es were a n eceaae;ry ! 
i feat,u,e, so we often found him in the role of a hal.1!
i bl.:f.nd beggar or an Jln&lo-Indian, though once he was! 
i':~!~-=~--l!~J-~_7_~~~~~-~-~ - ~~1:1-.~~ -~~~-!~~-~~~::l 
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poraril3 ool.oured bis eyes and enabl.ed other dis-
guises possib1e . · 

The man• s mental. make-up was equally s~srt
lill8 as his plzy'sioa1. His dominatin8 thau&ht was 
that his c_olaur:1.ng lll&de h:1m an au.toast :from society 
He likened himsel.1' to a white . rook. "The normsl. 
bl.Bok rooks make it their business to exterminate 
the monstrosity. He fights, fights, :fights, until. 
he dies . And in the same :fashion must I, Zenith, 
the Albino, fight - fight - fight!" .And yet , para- , 
dox:l.cal.13, becaus e h e was of roy a l. blood, he con- 1 

sidered himeel.1' superior to ordinary mortals. He ! 
was abs olut e:13 wi,thou.t f ear, exc e pt of captiv:lty . To i 
die woul.d be a r elease from his curse, bu.t imprison , 
ment! "I am a wi ld creatur e , who. woul.d die a thou.st 
and deaths r nth er thon fac e cap t i v:lty!" He cnrri ed; 
e poison ed oi gc.rett e ogain st th at happeni.J:lg . ! 

. I 
He liked to cln:im fre edom :from e ll hwn..'1.11 pns, 

sions ond emotions, lmow1ng no hnte, lov e , mg er or ; 
pity. llu.t thnt cl.aim wos an overe1;atemant. He often i 
showed hims ,,l.1' to be human, as in his- desire for i 
friendship wi.th Bl.l'Jre, hi.a ha tred of tr eocheiy, hi s i 
1ov e o:f power avar men., h:ls queer oono eption of ! 
s portsmfflShip, his possionot e love of jewell-ery ( ex ~ 
oept fo r rubies, which ha hilt e d becnuee t hey r emin- l 
dad him of his eyes), his su.persti tion, ond his · i 
gesture of sending weddin g pr 1asent s of jewe ll ery to ; 
the he r oin e s of th e "happy encUngs". Zenith wns ; 
nl.WC\VB happi es t when fightin8 - becnuse th e excit- i 

,ment onebl. e d ~ to forget thnt he wns bn ou.tonst . i 
; Opium r.l.so helped him t o f orget. He often smoked ! 
jopiun-lnden ctgnrett es, or, sented on n ·blnck div en J 
! in n r oom f'urn:1:shed. entire'.cy in b'.!-ook,· inchil.ged in . ! 
!C "pipe", wnit ed on by his Jnpon .:iee servants. l 
I . 
; He exacted immediat e obedience :from his fol- ! 
i lowers, who were for the most part loyal.. Those ! 
\who weren't so qn l.ee.rned to be . As a prince of the l 
!Leagu.e o:f th e 'Golden Last, that terrible secret · 
! soei ety, he word was J.aw. But he had noth:1.ng bu.t 
! contempt for these II jao]!:nl.s" , as he called them. . 1 1Cont empt, too, f or th e big .shots wh om he · came up i 
~~l!l.! L.~~ ~~~~ --~!!!3_.~ .J!Nj; .l1;1.!J._~Jl..8A.~ . ..ww.U.l 
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nl.l.ow no man to address h:1m on terms of fam:l.linr:i:ty , i 
e:ir::oept Sexton Bl.eke. , 

His personal. rel.at:iona with Bl.alee were as , 
paradoxical. aa the = himsel.:t. He hated BJ.alee for i 
unsettin8 his eohBD3s, for bein8 the representative i 
of society while he was the outcast. There wean' t ! 
room on the earth for both of them . He tri ed to ldli! 
Bl.eke in .a lnmdred different WR'je. Yet ,:,f Rll the 1 

oen h.i . .!lad £Ner ll)et, Bl.alre was the anJ.;y one he would! 
oal.1 "friend II, The;re woe a certain oode of a ports- 1 

DE\ll8hip between Sexton Bl.alee and Zeiµ_th. They were 
eneoies, yet theZ'l:) were thin8a they ' 'didn't do. I:f 
either gnve hie ' ward, the other lmew he'd lreep it. 
There was no treachery. There were even occnaiona 
when they fought aide by side ngn.:tnat n ooCD!lon 
eneJ!U. 

The peyaiooJ. tusal.ea between the two viere n i 
h:l.shllght of ' their rdventu.res. They were nl.i:iost i 
equ.a]..];y ontohed in skill nt virestl.in8, box:fng, fen- i 
oing, ond rough-housing, and their fights were 10?18,i 
tough, and -exhaustiDg. Zen:1.th ·was l:lllde of silk fU1d i 
steel., but hie physique wos not equtQ to m.f.lke' s ·; ! 
being lighter nnd underc:lned by opiuo. He'd never , 
F.llQ\'1 his underl.in8s to touch Bl.Clke, enying thnt the' 
detective ehoal.d hnve n gentl.eoon' a de a th. l 

The nd:V'enture during whioh Zani. th woe kill ed i 
is recorded in U.J.No.89 8, d oted 25th Deceober,1920 . i 
"Th e Cns e of The Toxic Tulips". Zeni tn • a Ualr>.gue of ! 
Tho Lr.at hcd SOJ:Ja sort of ' 11:ffilintion to thl:I Crio- ' 
inoJ.a' Confed,erotian, and B1ake discovered thnt the ' 
Confedern-ti.<JI>. wr.a holding n oon:ven:t1pn OOOD8 th11 1 

ru:1ne of Id.ndiafarne abbey an " cerinin night. The~ 
is n certn.tn ·d1aorepnnoy nbout the dnte of th:ie i 
ooetin8, for in this story it ie given na "the 215th' , 
whil.e Zenith• a grmreetane arvs "the .:,oth". BJ.tlke, · 
Oou.tts nnd linker rr.nQgQd to get there on th e con- , 
vention ni~t. They sew Kestrel., Zenith , Reece r:nd i 
Wal.do, d2'fW l.ots for the chn1.r of Honour, Xeatrel. ! 

j rimllllg . . I 
• < I 
! The de'tectivee made an attack, but a terrifiCI 
l thunderstorm, af more than tropical. :euz:r broke, and i 
i t _here was_ oonfueion,_ amongst which moat_ of_ the. oroolqs 



escaped, i. -ll of the ru:1.ned abbey waa blown down~ 
Str11dllg Zeid th. ' I 

I 
Zen:ltb. d:.led, quot:l..ng Shakespeare, and plead- i 

1.n8 w:l.th Sexton :Blake to shaJm hands with h:I.D , h:l.s i 
greeteS't :tear be:lng .thst the deteot:l.ve woal.d re:tus a~ 
:But BJ.eke took h:l.a hm.d . ! 

I 

i "He reverently olosed the eyes Of the dead 
• . than he turn ed, and took n fe.rewell glanoe nt 
that wh:l.oh h8d been Zenith. Insorutnbly , the grent ! 
det e ot:l.ve looked down ct the eneJ!l1 who woe .nn enecy ! 
no longer. It · lll.(\y be thnt :1.n· th nt lmld of shndowe, ! 
th e ourse o:t ol.b:l.n:l.im, the wh:I. te hn:l.r , end p:lnlt eyes \ 
wh:l.oh had set Zeni.th npnrt :f'ron IlE1Zllc1.nd; was o curse 
no l.anger. l!'or the bloodless lips v,ere BJ:l:1.1:1.ng, ne i 
:l.:t donth were llt'.pp:1.er thlUl 1:1.:te. i 

I reolly believ e that here, n:tte r n run of i 
just av er n ye=, Anthoey Skene thought he hcd fin- ! 
oJ.ly d:l.eposed o:t the ilb:l.no, :l.n the e,:ne way that i 
C<mon Doyl e ~ought he hnd once cl:l.sI?<>sed o:t SJ,ler~ i 
look Holaes. · . j 

Then the U . J, e d:I. tor begnn to reoe:l.ve let1.er h 
oaJdng :tor ZeJJ:l.th bnok nga1.n, nnd the pressure beo r.{1e · 
so henvy thnt SODllthllJ8 hnd to be demit. !!he :ti.rat i 
:lnt1nnt:1.on thnt 7.en:l.th "na r eturning oooe 1n the · i 
story '!The Onso of The Thirteenth llow"J.", U".J .lio.9 19; 
!rld.s story :te nturod N:1.h:1.1, "Zen:I. th• s suooessor" , but 
N:1.h:1.1 Wt'.s n_ot n oh nrnoter to b e coopnred w:lth Zen-, i 
:I.th. In th:l.e t'.dventure, Blrke ape c,.Jcs. n few words t o! 
n he~ Df'.sked DRl, whose vo:l.oe, thot deep r:l.oh 1 
vo:loe, wos thnt o:t Zen:l.1ih. N:1.h:1.1 :ls :a.noJ.ly aver- ! 
oooe, bu.t the oeno:i:y of th.ct oeet:l.ng led Bltlke l.c.tor 
to go baok to]Joly Islru d to :l.nepeot . Zen:1.th's grn,re( 
he wos nl.so nwrre ngo:l.n o:t n new power :ln the underi 
world. . . · ! 

It :le :ln U.J.lfo,928, "The Retuzn of 7Am:lth, ! 
the i.lb:lno" that the to1:1bstone :l.nsor:l.pt:lort :ls m- : 
nted . !l!li.8 adv:anture :ln'b,'oduoes l!'2'flu Kr~t,:, whom i 
most Zen:l th adm:l.rers know. :BlBJce :ls up agains1; ·her i 
111).d the 4*tr:l.oan secret soc:l.et;r, the Leopard Ms'n.. He i 
-traces Ule:1.r J:d.de-ou.t to a clisused p1t .' Here he 
I!IBeta . none _ other -than - . Zeni.th! __ ·-·- ·- ·- ·• ·-·-·-·-· · ·-·-·' 
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''You. thought I was safely buried on Holy i 

Isl.and? Yau hsve probab]¥ seen the stone whi.oh ! 
pu.rpqrte to oover ~ remnins? So. A-certain able ! 
aea:nsn who ~ed. of pneumonia wee granted the honour! 
o:f tElking ll\V" p~ce. I ED, you ··see, very 1111ah el:1.ve.! 
I grant th,rt when you l.e:ft 11&, on "that (!;rfTY moJ.'D:lJJg ! 
aft er the 13torm, I was very- near the ·Valley of the i 
Shadow - very near indoed. Bu:t some ,fool geni.us o:f i 
a dootor who- had · thrown lll hie lot ~:th the dr:lDin- i 
8l.e • Cohfedere.ti.an, thOU&ht fi.t to retw:n and dr ag i 
11!,El b8ok to the world of m,m. He oe.red nothing :for · i 
me, or ·he would have let me sleep . + was en exper- i 
:lment. He transfus ed into iey body .~e biood of a 1 

n egr o who wne one ed. the orew on th ~ ynclit; cl?ld now ! 
he 1.e writillg n bool: about 1.t, so thtlt other inter- ! 
:feriIJ8 fool.a 1111'\y do lilrew1.M . " i 

Zeni.th l.nugbed, thnt fnllil.1.Ell." . mooki:ng lr:ugh i 
wh:1.oh wne e~der than ter.ra . ! 

"l.nd. now 1.t appears that tb:1.s :fellow whose i 
bl.ood fi01ve in ~ veins was a med:1.o;J.ne man, a witoh i 
dootor and ~equently · I am ;Ju-ju, or something of i 
the sort. ·"l!li.e preoi.ous eooi.ety of -!µ.a obeys me as i 
i:f' I were the great mnmbo-;fumbo h1mael:f. 11 ! 

TThere 1.e Mr. Skene ! a oWJi expl.&Dat:1.on of the i 
icy-atery- of Zeni. th' a resurreoti.cm, and I think we i 
111W1t aooept :1-t, fEl!l.tasti.o though 1.t .i.e. 

Curi.aw,]¥ enough, the s tor:l.e s that follO\v ed 
tho re-bi.rt!i of Zeni. th we:re far superi.or to those 1 
that preoeded hie "death •. I bell.we that Mr.Skene i 
wee gc1n1ng axperi.enoe and 1m:prov1ng his iDi.m:l.tsble i 
e"fUJB - that line hfU'dly oh.angM . Bu.t h:f.e power of i 
pl.otting and story-weClVing, ond hie .lnv"entiveneee, i 
hav e iI:!proved tremendous:cy. i 

The IAlegue of ttie Last gredue.J.4r :faded out, ! 
and Zeni th beQame :ror the moat part a I.one wolf, al.; 
though he h8!'J; associates with whom he ·. worked :from i 
time to timej l.apcmg _the bes:t mown ~ 'tfuiee · were i 
Pre.Dk Oyan:l., his Jap nrvan:-t, J'rau K:tantz, 3 a . m. 1 
Smith, · an4 Osptain Starlight. :~ .. ! 

• : I 

- -~-~-~~~=~~~1;J~ w;;_;;!~~ a::;;;• _J J . 



·-·-·-·-·- ·-·-·-·-·-·-·- ·-·-·- ·-·-·-·-·-·-·- --·-·-·- ·-·-·-·-·- ·-·-·~ 
Many of theee adventures took place in Northumber- : 
lBDd and Durhluo., wh:i.oh. I Bll&peot • ore Mr. Skene ' a : 
"hoI!IB ground". The uni.que ohnrncter df the o"3., th t 
bl.end of thentr:Lcoli ty with convincingness. the l!\1- ; 
stery of h1.s bnokground (royal. bloo~, 'Eton C!lld Oz:- i 
ford educsti.on, h1e oastery of the viqlin) • ocde ~ 
n fffi'ouri.te w1 th renders. . ! 

Meoort1bl.e were th e stories in which he join~ 
forces with Loon Kestrel. i:md Wu IdDg, "for the pur- ; 
poso of eell.ing Britnin's secrete to n group of i 
foreign powers r,nd el.irdnr.ting Be:rton Blnk.i". Blzt ! 
Bl.flke rnd Tinker, Coutts• Hr.rker, nnd Yvonne on his : 
side. These or.sea nre recorded in U.J.Noe.956 rnd · 
969. 

Then th ere vms the fl"ntnetic onse in which 
Zenith, tb e Ex-Kf'iser, and other dethroned princ es 
l'Q'.ld pretenders plott ed to ups et Brit n :Ln's defences 
by n fle e t of {plt\nes rninillg oorros:l.vo noid on 
inportr..nt centres, while nn invr>.ding r..rqr onoe by 1 

'plan e i'ro n Eur ope. Here we nre tol.d thnt Xenith ! 
WP.a o Prince of ROUI:IC'.n:1n - nnd Ft of . this ·pl.ot wn+ 
t.:, "regnin his rightful. throne. (U .J .No . 996 ). ; 

In l.nte 1930 Zeni th r.oquired the chen:1.onl 1 
kn0111Il. ns Fori::mJ.n 4, which oou1d destroy nll lOl.own ! 
substrmc es except rubber. He us ed it to open anfea, 1 

rm.d bef ore Bl.Clk:e finnl.J;r deprived hiD of it, he'd J 

r.oos sed r. nillion pounds' worth of jewels rind cr..ah. i 
Then h<i cor::oe!loed wnr on society with n gio.nt orgnn;
:1.sntion nnd r. fleet of trnks, but this type of thill& 
or.de n p oor st ory coopnred w1 th his o1d l.one-wol.f i 
ol.f:l.shea with Bl.nke. . ! 

Zenith appeared 1n Deb:uttv , Weekly in a serieq 
o:f n oniB l.ake adventures, during the t1tie when Blak e i 
stories were not being printed. Zenith was th e· oen- • 
tral. character, , the "hero", but these stories were ! 
not up to th e B1ake standard. He was ol.wnys at hie ! 
best when fightin g Serton Bl.eke. Zeni 'th . had· nppnr- J 

ently done Engl.and o eerrl.ce on o miee:1on to Europe ~ 
nnd the pollo e l;md g:l.ven him n cl.enn el.h~. He I d me1j 
Princess «strn tm.d Prince OsoClr of M.11:JAnin in Bur- i 
~~.!._~d -th4:'Y beocme _his_ nooomplioee in Eng1nnd, ____ .! 
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i t he th..."'"Oo be:l.ng lcown as "The White · Trilli ti{", as ., 
i they were al :J white-headed. They had occaeiona1 
i clas:aes withftho police, but moat of their wnri'are 
i was against other orooks . Thie eer:1.ea ended 'With ) 
1 Zen.1.th bein& severely wmmded and tQken to hospital.; 
1 Astra and Oscnr were r ecalled to their native le.nd i 
! because ot n revolution . AstrC\ left ragret:f'ulJ;r , i i be:l..ng :1n love vr:1 th Zeni th. ~nni gets Zeni th out o:f i 
i hospi tel. The doctor wr:-.rns him he 'e killing him.Bell! 
; Zeni th :1.a merely o.muaed r.t this . He ooll np aed into ! 
i the ot>.r ond Raked tor hie secret nddress . 1 

i "There, unhe.mpered by the restrictions ot 
, nurses end doctors, -tended only by ~rod, he could . 
i hide like a hurt wild cr &ature , :forget that he was ! 
i a broken man, mid travel :f'orwerd :into li:fe or baok-
i warrl :into the shadows. To ·him it did not 100tte r 
i which ". 

i Here once El.gSin, it is litY° opini.on th.At the 
i author believGd he had written the :fin.al word about 
i Zeni th. But -t;he .llb:1.no C'.J?pe=s onoe o~ - in Sex
! ton BlrJce L:1.b.rnry No. 49 (}rd Seriee) , "The Bronze 
' Btlsillak". He hr.a been o gu erill n leader 1n J1J8o-

l ~;;::~~~a"~ b;oM: ~~~~k~ ;~:a~de :for his 

Zeni th th e Albino has died - or :fnded out - ' 
'=:n:r tilnee, ~t :for hie ommtl e ea r.dm:ixers he, lik e 1 

i Sexton lllako, will never truly dJ.e. i 
i He i a iJ!mortt:tl.. ! 
I I 

i The End i 
! ·-·- ·- ·-·- ·-·-·-·-i ·- ·-·-·-·- ·-·-· -·-· - ·-·-· -·- ·- ·- ·-·- ·-· - ·- ·- ·-·--- ~ 
I I 

! Advertise :1n the .A.nnu.nl - 2d per word. i 
j··-·-·-·-·- ·-· -·- ·-· -·- ·-·-·-·-· -·- ·- ·- ·- ·-· -·- ·-·-·-·-·-·-·- ·- ·- -· ·j 
i Hr.v11 yaa sent your order :for t.he .Amru.n1 in i 
! yet - there · '1s not DlllOh t1Jne now I ' . i 
1--- ·- ·-·-·-·-·-· -·-·-·-·-·-·-· -·-· - ·- ·-· - ·-·- ----·- --·- ·- --~- -- ·-·-· ·i 
! Reprin°"d Stories o:f St.l'relnkll* oomp:11.ed by · i Jn:: .k .~llih. _._ Zenl.nnd, ~ plU'flllm1'!.t vn1ue to 
i Nelson ~e . ·etC!iflJ coll ec t ors. Mc.lee IIU1'e o:f your 
j C • D. .A:mmr.J. - lll'OW • . 
. / . 


